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Board News 
Congratulations to the new 

Board of Trustees that will be 

installed at our Chanukah 

Luncheon, December 4. 

 See page 2 for Election 

results. 

Thanks so much to those of 

you who served on the Board 

the last term.  

We really appreciate your 

hard work and the good ideas  

you brought to the table to 

help us succeed. 

 

 
Welcome to the Heights 
Jewish Center family the 

following new members: 

♦ Sam & Marcie Newmark 

♦ Zaev (Adly) and Yehudit 

Sharaby 

 We hope your associa-tion 

with HJC  will be a long and 

meaningful one. 

Oils Well That Ends Well ...  
Lessons Learned from Chanukah Oil   by Rabbi David Orlofsky  

Excerpted from Ohr Sameach Website - www.ohr.edu For more info, go to their website 
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Achdus—Unity   and Friendship 

It's Chanuka again. The time of year 

when we gather together to light our 

menorahs, eat latkes and jelly donuts 
dripping with oil and get presents. For 

most people the first two don't have 

too much meaning, but getting presents 

- now that's a religious experience. Be-

cause it has served as one of the most 

effective methods to stem the rising 

tide of assimilation. We tell our kids: 

"Be Jewish and you'll get presents for 

eight days." 

And yet I can't help but 

feel that there must be 

more of a message for our 

lives to Chanuka.  

The Talmud asks the fa-

mous question "What is 

Chanuka?" It then goes on 

to explain the miraculous 

victory of a tenacious band 

of religious zealots over 

the overwhelming force of 

the Greek empire. The Jews then re-

turned to the Temple and rededicated 

it, miraculously discovering one small 

bottle of pure oil with which to light 

the menorah in the Temple for one 

day. But the oil burned for eight days. 

And so, to celebrate the miracle we 

instituted the eight days of Chanuka. 

We light the menorah and eat food 

cooked in oil. 

But the question is, what did we have 

against the Greeks in the first place? 

They wanted to bring us the light of 

Greek civilization and culture. Their 

drama, sports, education and philoso-

phy. So what was so terrible about Plato 

(Play-Dough)? Well for one thing it's al-

most impossible to get out of the carpet, 

but more than that, we Jews had our 

own philosophy. We weren't a pagan 

people lucky to get someone to teach us 

how to throw a discus, we are a holy 

people reaching for spiritual heights 

through G-dliness. We want to bring the 

light of G-d into a world of darkness, 

and all the light of Greek civilization 

can't compete with that. 

So we eat a lot of oil. Now some people 

think that's because we 

wanted to make sure we 

don't have great physiques 

like the Greeks, but actually 

it's because oil is like us 

Jews. It floats on top of eve-

rything else. It doesn't mix 

well. It burns brightly and 

can bring light into a world 

of darkness. Maybe the 

Greeks had a message of 

Western Civilization that was a step up 

if you were an Edomite, but for us Jews 

it was a step down to a world devoid of 

holiness and true meaning. 

So every year we light those little can-

dles and although they might not light 

up the world yet, they have the power 

to chase away some of the shadows. We 

Jews are a people with an outlook that 

spans thousands of years. Over the cen-

turies the Greeks have moved on, but 

we Jews are still around bringing a mes-

sage of transcendental spiritual fulfill-

ment to a world in darkness. 

… it's because oil is like 

us Jews. It floats on top 

of everything else. It 

doesn't mix well. It 

burns brightly and can 

bring light into a world 

of darkness. 
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Mazel Tov … 
♦ Double mazal tov to the Ireland 

and Berkowitz families on Sora’s 

engagement and a son to Ruchi 

and Jordan. 

♦ To Miriam Chamberg and her 

family on the birth of a new 

grandson. 

♦ To Sandy Zeitler and her family 

on the marriage of her son 

David. 

♦ To Jeff and Linda Bookman on 

the engagement of their daugh-

ter Reva to Nati Wieder. 

Potato 
Latkes 

  

Place eggs in blender or 

food processor, add onion 

and potatoes (no need to 

peel, just wash them well. 

  Blend everything together, 

add flour, baking powder 

and seasonings. 

  Place a heaping table-

spoon in hot oil in frying 

pan and fry until golden 

brown. Turn to fry other 

side. 

  Place on paper towels be-

fore serving. 

Project 
Inspire 

 
 
 

When you read the inspiring letter 

from Chanan Perkel on page 3 and 

become inspired to do something 

to awaken your fellow Jew and to 

help bring him or her back to Yid-

dishkite, here is an opportunity 

you can’t pass up. 

Purchase a small gift for them and 

see what reaction you get.  Per-

haps your successes will be pub-

lished on the next newsletter. 

Project Inspire has a small package 

of cookies and card you can pur-

chase for $3 each. A small invest-

ment for such a big mitzvah. 

Call Beth Baker at 691-9844. 

Chanukah RemindersChanukah RemindersChanukah RemindersChanukah Reminders    
♦ Place the menorah near a 

window so it can be seen from 

the road, if it is safe. 

♦ Before kindling, make sure 

there is enough oil or the can-

dles are big enough to last half 

an hour and on Erev Shabbos for 

1/2 hr. after nightfall.. 

♦ On Erev Shabbos, kindle Chanu-
kah lights first, then Shabbos 

lights.  

♦ Do not use Chanukah menorah 

lights for reading, working, etc.  

♦ Candles must be lit at home 

even if you were present for or 

lit the candles at the Syna-

gogue. 

♦ Menorah is usually lit between 
Mincha and Maariv at the syna-

gogue, but must be lit after 

Havdalah Motzi Shabbos. 

♦ After candle lighting we say 
Hanayros Halolu. 

♦ During the eight days, add V’Ahl 
Hanisim to Shmoneh Esrei and 

Birkat Hamazon. Read complete 

Hallel after Shmoneh Esrei in 

the morning. Torah is read 

daily. See Brachas below. 

ה"ב  

First night - three brachas: 

● Baruch … Asher Kidshonu 

B’Mitzvosov V’tzivonu 

L’hadleek Ner Shel Hanu-

kah 

● Baruch … She Oso Neesim 

La’avoseinu Bayomeem 

Hohaim Bazmohn Hazeh 

♦ Baruch … Sheh-heh-Cheh-
younu Veekeymonu 

V’heegiyonu Lazmahn 

Hazeh (First night only). 

2 eggs 

1 onion 

6 potatoes 

1/3 cup flour 

1/4 tsp. baking soda 

1/2 tsp. each salt, 
pepper, brown sugar 

Oil for frying 

Board of Trustees 

Beth Baker Marla Lipman 

Steve Baker Harold Males 

Lenny Beer Izzy Mendenhall 

Penny Beer Neil Parks 

Avner Cohen Chanan Perkel 

Herb Geduld Sara Perkel 

Betty Hoffer Barb Schlesinger 

Chana Ireland Zahava Seltzer 

Lena Katz Lorna Shulman 

Jack Klein Michael Swirski 

President Gershon Ireland 

1st VP Martin Lipman 

2nd VP Rob Altshuler 

Treas/Fin.Sec Shaya Shtern 

Rec. Sec. Rivah Schlesinger 

Gaboy Jeff Bookman 

Gaboy Jeff Muller 
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Condolences  
To Arlene Bennett and family on the loss of 

their beloved Ted 
To Dr. Ricky Prizant and his family on the 

loss of their beloved Clayre. 
 

May all of you be comforted among the 
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

Thank you to everyone who visited, called, 
helped in any way, or made donations in 

their memory. 

ה"ב  

Happy birthday to you ...Happy birthday to you ...Happy birthday to you ...Happy birthday to you ... 

November  December 
Alvin Cohen Penny Beer 

Harvey Goldstein Gary Blake 

Isak Kampinski Eta Boyce 

Lena Katz Rachel 
Faigenbaum 

Jack Klein Faige Golub 

Jeniffer Mintz Marion Kampinski 

Cecile Mishkind Kurt Kohr 

Daniel Waxman Rita Kohr 

January Martin Lipman 

Alex Adelman Jeffrey Muller 

Linda Bookman Neil Parks 

Saundra Cohen Chanan Perkel 

Toby Geduld Goldie Schkolnik 

Sharon Gross Eleanor Wayman 

Devorah Goldblatt Serena Wiseman 

Hillel Joseph  
Arthur Lefkowitz  
Marla Lipman  
Yael Tesler  

Reb.Sofie Hofmann  May all of you 
be blessed with 

health, 
happiness, 

nachas, simchas 
and all of 
Hashem’s 

blessings to 120. 

Happy Anniversary to all and may you be 
together in health and happiness always.  

November  
George & Saundra Cohen 

Martin & Marla Lipman 

Chanan & Sarah Perkel 

Kurt & Rita Kohr 

Neil & Isabel Parks 

Richard & Barb 
Schlesinger 

Mark &Serena Wiseman 

December 

Josh & Sora Mendelson 

Nochum & Yael Tesler 

January 

Art & Claire Lefkowitz 

U Harold & Faiga Males 

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries 

Do You Want to BE INSPIRED?  
Letter from Chanan Perkel to Beth Baker 

Project Inspire Cleveland Coordinator 

I would like to thank you for introducing my wife and 

me to the opportunity to reach out to other Jews in a 

non-threatening way. We were initially nervous 

about giving unsolicited gifts and cards to people 

who are not religious. Since a gift of honey and a 

New Year’s card seemed benign, we did not think the 

recipients would resent our gesture. We thought the 

most we could expect was a polite, but neutral re-

sponse. However, we were pleasantly surprised. 

We gave three “inspired” gifts. Two were left on the 

door steps of neighbors who were not home at the 

time. One went to a secular Israeli family. Although 

personally friendly to us, they had expressed great 

hostility to Orthodox Jews. Another gift went to a 

neighboring couple. They were left leaning liberals 

who seemed to have no interest in religion. My wife 

is an elementary school teacher and gave the third 

gift to a Jewish teacher, with whom she works. This 

woman, although a friend and colleague of long 

standing, had often commented derisively on my 

wife’s observance of “orthodox rules.” 

We were surprised and gratified by the responses of 

these unlikely targets of orthodox outreach. The Is-

raelis reciprocated with a gift of chocolates and a 

thankful card expressing the hope that we have a 

sweet year with a traditional blessing in Hebrew. Our 

other neighbor also surprised us. The wife walked 

over to our house holding her baby and profusely 

thanked us for our card and gift. She wished us a 

happy “New Year” and initiated a friendly conversa-

tion. Before our attempt at outreach, we had only 

exchanged a polite helo, once or twice. Our biggest 

surprise was the response of my wife’s colleague. 

She was so touched by my wife’s gesture that she 

read the card to her family, on Rosh Hashana. 

I wish both you and Project Inspire great success. 

Chanan Perkel 

 

Do you want to touch someone’s life? 

Speak to Beth or Steve Baker or Miriam Cham-

berg. See Project Inspire article on Page 2. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 
Parshas Vayeshev 
Shabbos ends 5:47 pm 
21 Kiskev 

2 
Weekday  
Mincha 
4:40 pm 
 

3 4  
1st Night  
Chanukah 

Mom & Tot 2 pm 
 
24 Kislev 

5 
1st Day 

 Chanukah 
 

 
25 Kislev 

6 
2nd Day  
Chanukah 

 
 

26 Kislev 

7 3rd Day Chanukah  
Light Chanukah Candles 
before Shabbos Candles 
 
        4:38 pm 
27 Kislev 

8 Parshas Miketz 
Birchat HaChodesh 
Shabbos ends 5:46 pm 
4th Day - Light after 
Havdalah 
28 Kislev 

9 Weekday  
Mincha  
4:40 pm 
5th Day  
Chanukah 
 

10 6th Day  
Chanukah 
Rosh Chodesh 
Teves 
 
1 Teves 

11 
Mom & Tot 2 pm 
7th Day 
Chanukah 
 
2 Teves 

12 
8th Day 
Chanukah 
 
 
3 Teves 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
         4:39 pm 
 
5 Teves 

15 
Parshas Vayigash 
Shabbos ends 5:47 pm 
 
 
6 Teves 

16  
Weekday 
‘Mincha 
4:40 pm 

17 18 
Mom & Tot 2 pm 
 

19 Asara B’Teves 
Fast starts 6:36 am 
Fast ends 5:43 pm 
Siege of Jerusalem 
 
10 Teves 

20 
 

21 
 
           
          4:41 pm 
 
12 Teves 

22 
Parshas Vayechi 
Shabbos ends 5:50 pm 
 
 
13 Teves 

23  
Weekday 
‘Mincha 
4:45 pm 

24 25 
Mom & Tot 2 pm 
 

26 27 
 

28 
 
           4:46 pm 
 

19 Teves 

29 
Parshas Shemos 
Shabbos ends 5:54 pm 
 

20 Teves 

30  
Weekday  
Mincha 
4:50 pm 

31      

Chanukah Luncheon for the entire family -  
Shabbos December 8 - after services 
Pre-paid Reservations required. 

December 2007 - Kislev - Teves 5768 

H E I G H T S  J E W I S H  C E N T E R     1 4 2 7 0  C E D A R  R O A D     U N I V E R S I T Y  H E I G H T S ,  O H  
4 4 1 2 1  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 
Mom & Tot 2 pm 

2 3 
 

4 
 
         4:51 pm  
 
 

26 Teves   

5 Birchat  
HaChodesh 
Parshas Vayera 
Shabbos ends  
6:00 pm 

6 
Weekday Mincha 
 4:55 pm 

7 8 
Mom & Tot 2 pm 
Rosh Chodesh 
Shevat 
 

1 Shevat 

9 
Board Meeting 
Time to be  
announced 

10 
 

11 
 
        4:58 pm  
 
 

4 Shevat 

12 
Parshas Bo 
Shabbos ends 
6:07 pm 
 

5 Shevat 

13 
Weekday Mincha 
5:05 pm 

14 15 
Mom & Tot 2 pm 

16 17 
 

18 
 
          5:06 pm 
 
 
11 Shevat 

19 
Parshas  
Beshalach 
Shabbos ends 
6:15 pm 
12 Shevat 

20 
Weekday Mincha 
5:10 pm 

21 22 
Mom & Tot 2 pm 
Tu B’ Shevat 
New Year for 
Trees 
 

15 Shevat 

23 24 
 

25 
 
          5:15 pm 

 
 
18 Shevat 

26 
Parshas Yisro 
Shabbos ends 
6:24 pm 
 
19 Shevat 

27 
Weekday Mincha 
5:20 pm 

28 29 
Mom & Tot 2 pm 

30 31 
 

  

January 2008-  Teves- Shevat 5768 

H E I G H T S  J E W I S H  C E N T E R     1 4 2 7 0  C E D A R  R O A D     U N I V E R S I T Y  H E I G H T S ,  O H  
4 4 1 2 1  
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Category Member  
 

Non Member  
 

Subtotal 
$$$  

Dec 8 ‘07 

RSVP by  

Dec. 3  

Call 382-1958  

Email:  

office@hjcs.org 

  Adults $11  $13  

Children under 11 yrs $7 $9  

Children under 4 yrs Free Free  

Family of five  
(Immediate family-  
same household ) 

$42 $49  

Total enclosed  $  _____________                                                                        

Reservations and check payable to                                              

Heights Jewish Center 

Fun, Food and Friends  

Bring your friends and family.  

You’ll have a great time! 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Permit No. 3129 

Heights Jewish Center Synagogue 
Beth Hamidrosh Hagodol 
14270 Cedar Road 
University Heights, Oh 44121 
rabbi@hjcs.org / office@hjcs.org 
www.hjcs.org  

Dr. Doniel Schur zt”l, Rabbi 

Rapahel Davidovich, Rabbi 

Gershon Ireland, President 

Martin Lipman, 1st V. P. 

Rob Altshuler, 2nd V. P. 

Shaya Shtern, Treas./Fin. 

Sec. 

Rivah Schlesinger, Rec. Sec. 

Lena Katz, Miriam Chamberg 

Office Staff  

Reservation form for Chanukah 

Dated Material- Please do not delay 

Name _______________________________________  Phone ___________________________ 

ה"ב  

 
 

Interested in learning how to read Hebrew or how 
to doven? Call the office or send an email to get 
started. 216 382 1958 / office@hjcs.org 


