Heights Jewish

Center

Our Tribe

A shul is often thought of as a place of prayer. The
largest room in the Heights Jewish Center building is
the sanctuary after all. Yet I think that we need to
enhance our perspective. I have started to think of
the shul as something that strives to be a gathering
place for Torah, Avodah and Gemilus Chasadim.

The scheduled shiurim offered at our shul are only the
beginning of the commitment we have to Talmud
Torah. Private learning is going on all the time. All a
person has to do is ask! Our davening is sincere and
taken seriously by those who are fortunate enough to
join us. Our commitment to those who need help is
strong. The community we have been creating for 150
years, that currently spans three and even four
generations of members, is something we can all be
proud of.

There is something that encompasses all three of
these pillars. I have been trying to find the right
words to describe it. I think I have recently found the
word. That word is fribe. 1 know we associate that
word with our baseball team--or with the twelve tribes
of Israel. Some use the word as a euphemism for the
Jewish People as a whole. A slang term for Jew that
has appeared in the last few years is MOT, Member Of
the Tribe.

Beyond the broader meanings of the term, there is a
tribal identity that we create with a much smaller
group of people. This tribal identity is not about what
clan you are born into. It is not about neighborhood.
It is about sharing your Jewish sense of life and ideals
and gathering together a community that connects to
those things. I think that is why we call a shul a "Beit
Knesset", place of gathering together.

Some tribes' shared traits are superficial, like
profession or fashion sense.

What is at the root of our Tribe? What traits
are our members proud to share?
All over the city, it is known that:

We are frum, while open to others.

Our members are serious about Torah and
Mitzvos, but not snobbish.

Committed to our Faith and Devotion, we are
also intellectually open.

We have high standards as well as
compassion. These two are often seen to be
at odds with each other. In our "tribe", our
Beis Medrash Hagodol, they are in harmony.

Very often, a tribal identity excludes others.
Yet it is known to one and all that our shul
welcomes one and all, member and non-
member, committed members of other shuls
or of no shul.

Purim stands for the ideal of Ish L'Reyeihu
U'Matanos L’Evyonim: Bringing a man close
to his friend and giving to the not-as-
fortunate. We have taken people who would
otherwise be mefuzar u'meforad, wandering
and alienated, and brought them together.

All of you who understand and internalize this
are proud friends and members of the group
I am proud to call my Tribe.

Deena and I wish you all a Freilich'n Purim.

Rabbi Raphael Davidovich
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Learning Opportunities at HIC

1

For Men and Women

Weekly Torah Portion:
Shabbos, 8:30 AM

Nevi'im (The Prophets):
Shabbos, 30 minutes before Mincha

For Men

Rambam:
Sunday through Thursday following Mincha/Maariv.

Morning Gemara (Iyun Shiur):
Monday through Friday, 6:15 AM most days

Sunday Night Gemara:

Taught by Rabbi Yossi Kirsch, especially geared for newcomers.
Sundays, 8:30 PM

For Women

Eishes Chayil:

Taught by Rebbitzen Deena Davidovich
Tuesdays, 1-2 PM 2429 Elmdale Rd

Sunday Class for Women:

Taught by Rebbitzen Shoshana Schur
Sundays, 7 PM at Rebbitzen Schur's house, 2459 Bromley Road

For Children

Shabbos Youth Program:
10:30 to 11:15 AM
For ages 5 to 12
Led by Rabbi Yossi Kirsch

Babysitting
Shabbos 10AM until the end of davening
ages 2+

UPCOMING EVENTS

JOIN US FOR A =
BREAK-FAST AFTER MEGILLAI!

Monday night, March 9™, after
Megillas Esther.

Music! *

Drinks!
Dancing! Yy
Costumes! o *

**Pre-Pesach Class**
Pre-Pesach Shiurim for men and
women. We will be covering halachos of
preparing for Pesach as well as insights
into the Chag. We will be focusing on
the Seder and the Yom-Tov itself.

Monday, March 16 8PM
Monday, March 23 8PM
Monday, March 30 8:15 PM

The yohrtzeit of Rabbi Doniel Schur zt"l, beloved rabbi and builder of HJC for
so many years, is on 21 Adar (Tuesday, March 17 this year). On Shabbos

March 14, Rabbi Davidovich will speak at a special cholent Kiddush to
commemorate the upcoming yohrtzeit.
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Mazel Tov

Shalosh Seudos Sponsors:

Harold and Fagie Males in memory of her mother
Chanan and Bobbie Perkel in memory of his mother
Harold and Fagie Males in memory of her brother
Alex Adelman in memory of his mother

weicome NeW Members

\WaPPY Bifthday

Kiddush Sponsors:
Rob and Jan Altshuler in memory of Rob’s father

Other Donations:
Moshe and Eta Boyce
Robert Segal
Saul Stein
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Barb Adler Martin Lipman
Jan Altshuler Harold Males

Rob Altshuler Yisroel Mendenhall For giving

H4 / 7 H Steve Baker Isabel Parks your time
Peter Baum Neil Parks and energy
” Penny Beer Bobbi Perkel to our shul
Jeff Bookman Chanan Perkel as
George Cohen Rivah Schlessinger lunt
Sara Cooperman  Chaya Schneider volunteers.
LN U ) | . ' ' Shira Katz Alyza Shapiro
Dan Klein Lorna Shulman

We still need help in the following areas: o O Q
-Sorting mail in the office

-Setting up the shul erev Shabbos (set lights, heat, etc.)
-Cleaning up the shul Motzei Shabbos

. We appreciate our shul members who have
committed to supporting our shul as PARTNERS:

1% ( # % )
% *+ , % + - % &
% . %+ / %

* % %

Donation Opportunities

-Sponsor Kiddush / Shalosh Seudos
-Purchase Plaques on Memorial Board / Simcha Board

-Donate to the Siddur / Chumash / Torah Fund

-Establish a new fund
-Trusts & Endowments

-Donate to existing Appurtenances

-Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
-Shul cards
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office@hjcs.org

We'd love to hear from you on ways to improve our

shul! Please contact suggestions@hjcs.org




